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E.W. SMITH WORKSHOP 
FOR CHILDREN RESTORED 


by Joyce Hailicka 

E. W. Smith was well-known in this community as a man of 
many talents. He lived in the simple two-story house that is 
now the Bill Edmondson Memorial Museum on Pine Street. 
During his lifetime. he probably produced the greatest number 
of photos ever done of the early history of Butte Falls. His 
photos help us remember Butte Falls exactly as he 
photographed it during his lifetime. Some of his finest photos 
are on display at the museum. 


In addition to this display of photographs, members of the 
historical society recently completed the restoration of the 
E.W. Smith workshop. adjacent to the house. The shop will be 
mused for woodworking classes for children. There is also an 
Ve oinpie of tools used in the carly days. | Workshops for 
children will begin in the fall. Children will be shown how to 
build a bird house. split shakes using the original tools, and 


other educational projects. 
Yj. here ts prea Gove 
lheve are alivays miracles. 


(continued on page 2) 


Mr. Ernest Smith demonstrates his home-made 
photographic enlarger for Butte Falls students. He 
recalls when his father was first Butte Falls mayor 

and his grandfather was first doctor. 


FALL QUARTERLY ISSUE 


MORE EARLY HISTORY OF 
BUTTE FALLS 


by Charleen Brown 

In the Spring issue of MAKING TRACKS, we learned that the 
settlement which was to become Butte Falls, was originally 
mapped out by Mr. Bert Harris. Getting a start as a tent city, 
Butte Falls quickly began to develop into a thriving town. By 
1906, the population had increased to 350 people. This growth 
brought about changes as new business sprang up around the 
town square, 


The first grocery store was built by George Richards on the 
north side of the Town Square. The first Butte Falls post office 
was established in the store and Mr. Richards became the first 
Butte Falls postmaster on January 28, 1906. William 
Chambers built the first hotel, named the “Butte Falls Hotel.” 
It was located at the corner of Oak Street and Laurel Avenue, 
overlooking Big Butte Creek. A combination confectionery 
and pool hall was built by Jerry Heckatorn in 1906. He started 
construction on a tenant house but died in 1907 before it was 
finished. 


John Perry Hughes purchased property from George Richards 
in 1907 and built a grocery store. This store was on the north 
side of the square. With lumber hauled from the Olsen mill. 
the Pine Belt Bank was built and chartered in 1907. Antoine 
Duprey built the United States Hotel in back of the bank shortly 
after it was completed. 


Businesses constructed in 1909 were: Wheeler & Claspill’s 
General Store, Aeries Cross’ Hotel, Poole’s Billiard Hall, 
Hildreth Brothers Confectionery, Pool Hall and Dance Hall. 
Stoddard’s Hardware Store and Dode Marcy’s Grocery Store. 
The 1910 businesses included: Frank Carson’s Confectionery, 
Card Room and Barber Shop, Mary Albert’s Restaurant. Bull 
Pine’s Mexican Restaurant, Cyrus Briggs’ Drug Store and 
John Cadzow’s Dry Goods Store. George Albert built an 
Athletic Club on the corner of Oak and Fee Streets. This club 
hosted sporting events, dinners and dances. 


In 1902, Mr. Harris was instrumental in getting the two-story 
schoolhouse built. The first school in town was housed in 
Richard’s Store for which he was paid $3.00 per month. When 
the two-story building was completed, it housed both the grade 
and high schools. This continued until the High School was 


. (continued on page 2) 


E.W. SMITH (continued from page 1) 


One of the best ways of preserving at Icast a part of our history 
is by looking at things people used and show the way they used 
them. These are the learning tools we will use to help teach 
our children about history. 


A SPECIAL THANKS A 


A special thanks to Terry Schultz and his crew for the nice 
work on E. W. Smith's workshop. Stop by and sce the new 
addition to the museum. 


We heart Uhal loves ts always YOUNG. 
HGF WHE TIRES COULD TA\ILIK 


by Joyce Hailicka, Chair 


Forests are a key element to the history of Butte Falls. Since 
the inception of the town in the early 1900’s, the landscape of 
the forest has changed greatly over time. 


People in the area depended heavily on products the forest 
produced. These products were used for personal use, but they 
also helped the economy, in general. Many homes were built 
from lumber and timber harvested from the forests in Butte 
Falls and the surrounding area. 


These wood products were also used for barns. fences. bridges, 
raulroad tics, and wooden sidewalks. Wood warmed pcople. 
cooked tood. drove locomotives. and provided an array of 
useful tools which helped in the building and devclopment of 
towns and cities across the state and nation. 


There is no question that without its forest. Butte Falls would 
have a different story to tell and would be a different place than 
itis today. Wood products were essential to mral economies - 
-- and sull are today. 


Today. the forest represents a substantial part of our legacy. 
But it also represents our future. Although it is impossible to 
predict how our view of the forest may change in the future, the 
past provides us with an opportunity to utilize our wealth of 
knowledge and experience to meet the challenges and 
opportunities of the future for stewardship and sustainability of 
our forest. now and for future generations. 


BOARD MEMBERS 
Dag iined 


Cory Hamann (President) 


EARLY HISTORY OF BUTTE FALLS 


Charleen Brown chats with BBHS at monthly meeting. 


(continued from page 1) 

built in 1926. One other notable event of 1908 was that 
millworkers went out on strike. The refused to work for $2.00 
per day. 


Development in 1910 included progress in the areas 1 
communication and transportation. With the completion of a 
telephone line from Eagle Point, the first telephone was 
installed in Wheeler & Claspill’s Store. The 1911 county 
phone directory listed twenty business phones and gave the 
following description of Butte Falls: “A village on Big Butte 
River and the P & E R R terminus, 30 miles northeast of 
Medford. Daily stage to Eagle Point. Mail daily.” 


The only road from Butte Falls to the valley was over 
Obenchain Mountain. It was steep, rocky and barely passable 
during bad weather. Therefore. transportation was vastly 
improved with the completion of the P & E Railroad in 1910 
and the arrival of the first train from Medford. Next came the 
first excursion train in 1911 which brought tourists to Butte 
Falls from the valley. By 1911, roads improved enough so 
there was a daily stage from Eagle Point which also meant 
daily mail delivery. 


(continued on page 3) 


Joyce Hailicka, Chairma 


THE BILL EDMONDSON MEMORIAL MUSEUM AND CABOOSE HOURS 
FRIDAY 1- 4 P.M., SATURDAY 10 - 4 P.M. AND SUNDAY 1-4 P.M 


HOSTESS: 


KAETE THOMPSON 865-3333 — 
NELLIE RAGSDALE 865-3332 


EARLY HISTORY OF BUTTE FALLS 


Butte Falls was expected to become a 
ow town and was advertised as a 
week-end retreat for tourists. A 
scenic wonderland for fishing, 
camping, picnicking and relaxing 
while getting away from the valley 
heat. Visitors brought picnic lunches 
and played ball games while enjoying 
the cooler air of the mountains. In 
July, 1915, ome excursion train 
brought 218 visitors including the 


(continued from page 2) 


Medford Band who performed a 
concert in the park. 


After incorporation in 1911, the city 
applied for and was granted water 
rights to Ginger Springs. Butte Falls 
City Officials began planning the 
water system on May 27, 1912. Their 
far-sighted plan was to build a 
reservoir high on the hill just below 
Ginger Springs so water could be 


gravity fed to the residences below. This 
pure, cold water was carried through 
wire wrapped, wooden pipes. C.A. 
Cochran was granted the bid for this 
project. It was accomplished in 120 days 
at a cost of $9427. The Town charged 
$.75 per month for water. 


“The disadvantage of men not knowing the past is they do not know the present. 


History 16 a hill or high point of vantage, from which alone, men see the town 


in which they live or the age in which they eae living.” 


THE LITTLE 


In railroad jargon, they were known as 
“crummies” - - - the tail-end of the 
train. Jt was where the railmen worked, 
ate, slept and stayed protected from the 


@ verter 


Fortunately, some townsfolk had vision. 
They knew that, given the benefit of 
their collective hard work and 
imagination, the caboose could be 
restored and serve as a railroad 
museum. The founding members of the 
Big Butte Historical Society, and 
community volunteers, resurrected the 
old railroad car. The moving of the 
caboose required a large crane to lift the 
caboose off the flatbed trailer onto the 
awaiting metal wheels and track. 


It was a “novel” experience for the 
entire community to view the arrival of 
the depot earlier in October, 1990. 
Soon it would be completely remodeled 
and become the home of the Butte Falls 
Library. It was a former fast-food 
restaurant in Medford. 


Like the depot, the caboose had been 
transported to Butte Falls by truck. The 
caboose was formerly owned by Joe and 
Barbara Layton, of Eagle Point. 
Owners agreed to let the historical 
society purchase the caboose for a 
modest amount to be used for a 
museum. Much of the old railroad 


- - GK. Chesterson 


CABHASE THAT CHULD... 


by Joyce Hailicka 


items came from the private collection of 
Warren Dunning. Additional items have 
been donated by community members. 


Translating vision into reality requires 
patience and a tremendous amount of hard 
work, as well as volunteer labor. After 
undertaking the depot project successfully, 
we knew, like the caboose that could, that 
we could do this too. 


If only walls could talk, the ceaseless flow 
of lore and legend would fill a 


book. And perhaps that, too, will happen 
someday. If you have never been to the 
Caboose Museum, stop by and say hi. 
Kaete Thompson will be there to help. The 
Caboose is open Fridays from 1:00 - 4:00 
p.m.; Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m.; and Sundays from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 


HISTORY OF THE 


CABOOSE MUSEUM 
by Kaete Thompson 


The caboose was manufactured at the 
Southern Pacific factory shops on 
November 19, 1898. We'll be ready to 
celebrate it’s 100th birthday next year. It’s 
original cost was $1,008.60. It is known as 
Caboose #172. It is 32 feet long and 9 feet 
4 inches wide. It has wooden platforms. 
The original heating system was a coal 


stove and oil lamps were used for 
lighting. 


We know very little of Caboose #172’s 
early history. It was owned at one time 
by the Silver Falls Timber Company. Tt 
was one of several cabooses used by the 
Medford Corporation’s logging railroad 
between the 1930’s and 1950’s. Prior to 
that, Caboose #172 was part of Pacific & 
Eastern Railroad’s line which traveled 
between Medford and Butte Falls during 
the 1920’s and 1930’s. We have copies 
of the train schedule on display in the 
caboose-museum. 


Caboose #172 was sold for scrap in 1960. 
It resided in Eagle Point at Joe and 
Barbara Layton’s. They very kindly 
donated it to the Big Butte Historical 
Society. The caboose returned home to 
Butte Falls via flat-bed truck. Tracks for 
it had already been laid for it next to the 
library-museum. It was lovingly restored 
by many local volunteers, aided by a 
grant from the Southern Oregon 
Historical Society and the USDA Forest 
Service. 


After total restoration, we celebrated a 
grand opening during the July 4th, 1993 
holiday festivities. 


Ragsdales Blend Hobbies at 
Work With Love of Town’s 
History 


by Joyce Hailicka 


Could any little town boast of a richer logging history than 
Butte Falls, Oregon? Butte Falls got its start around 1905 and 
has been going strong over 90 years. Stores started springing 
up around 1906. Lumber from the mill was used to build the 
grocery store and the Pine Belt Bank and several other 
businesses and residential establishments around the town. 


Each year folks come from far and wide to visit friends and 
relatives. Or visitors come just out of curiosity to see the town 
of Butte Falls for the first time. Many are curious about how 
the town got its start. The original buildings along Broad 
Street only begin to tell the story. The log pole kiosk in the 
park satisfies some, while others find their way to the Caboose 
Museum or The Bill Edmondson Memorial Museum in the 
nicely restored, Ernest W. Smith House on Pine Street. 


~The exchanging and sharing of information has been a great 
learning experience,” according to Nellieann Ragsdale, curator 
at the Smith House. Nellieann has been hosting visitors to the 
museum since 1997. 


Nellieann has lived in the Rogue Valley since 1948. She 
attended Jacksonville High School and is a graduate of 
Southern Oregon University. She received her Masters Degree 
in 1970. 


She worked as a teacher at Eagle Point High School until 1974. 
Nellicann has been a librarian and substitute teacher in several 
schools districts. Her many talents include drawing, reading, 
card-making, and other handiwork. She uses all of these 
talents in her work at the museum. 


Nellicann claims to be related to many of the “residents” of the 
Butte Falls Cemetery through her marriage to Arlen Ragsdale. 
Arlen is the son of Gladys Cowden Ragsdale. Arlen is also the 
great nephew of Ernest W. Smith. We are fortunate to have 
both Arlen and Nellieann working with the historical society. 
Arlen’s family is intermingled with such pioneer families as 
the Smiths, Parkers. Tungates, Abbotts, Edmondsons, and Ellis 
familics. Learning and help preserving the history of Butte 
Falls is a hobby, as well as a job for Nellicann and Arlen 
Ragsdale. It is through the goodness of people like the 
Ragsdales, that the historical society continues to gather 
information about the town’s early history and pioneer 
descendents. 


~We cannot do great things on this earth. 
We can only do small things with great love.” 
- - - Mother Teresa 


Vaart an Old man dies, 


Aan entive libyary disappears.” 
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A special thanks to the following people for their contribution of 
time, talent, and materials to the historical society: 
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Nellieann Ragsdale, Arlen Ragsdale, Kaete Thompson, Dan 
Murphy, Russ and Gloria Karches, Southern Oregon Historical 
Society, Marjorie Edens, Vern Arnold and all our members. And 
to Bill Tucker a great big thanks for all your help. 
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PLEASE JOIN US! 


le 
MAIL TO: 
Big Butte Historical Society 
P. O. Box 379, Butte Falls, OR 97522 
Now that you heard about BBHS, why not get to 
know us even better by becoming a volunteer! 
We'll look forward to having you join us! 
AUN 0 EEE eT ee 
Affiliation. <2 = 3 eee ee 
TROGTCSS th ee 2 Sb ee ee 
ENG 5 ees Se ee ee 
Here’s how I can be of help: 
VGuik€: tox —_ a ee 


Tell me more about being a board member. 

I could be a guest speaker. My topic: 

I'd like to help with fundraising efforts. 

I do not have time to volunteer at this time but I 


would like to make a monetary contribution to this 
organization. 


UPDATE: THE BUTTE FALLS 


TRAIN PROJECT 


Like “Little Toot” that never gave up, 
the National Railway Historical 
Society’s Southern Oregon Chapter is 
working hard to restore the train for 
Butte Falls. 


President, Jerry Hellinga, along with 
Rick Aubin, Stan McCollough, Dave 
Mihevic, Don Pettit, and John Powell 


are working on restoring No. 4. 


“The project is even more difficult 
than expected,” according to 
Hellinga. Jerry and his crew are using 
every trick in the book to loosen up 
nuts and bolts of No. 4’s boiler. 


If you would like to learn first hand or 


lend a helping hand of support to this 
great organization. give Jerry Hellinga a 
call at 772-6432 or better yet. show up at 
the Chapter meeting which will be held 
at the US Forest Service Ranger Station 
in Butte Falls on Tuesday, September 8. 
at 7:30 p.m. Your interest and 
participation will be greatly appreciated. 
Meetings are always informative. 


The Southern Oregon Chapter of the 
NRHS needs your help. The Chapter 
is taking important steps to restore the 
original Butte Falls Train to be put 
back in operation as an excursion 
train in the Butte Falls area. 


@.. Chapter has received grants and 
donations over the past few years. All 
work is being done currently by 


volunteers. the Chapter has funding 
needs beyond their existing budget. 


Any contribution you can make will 
help. Please take a minute and send 
your check to: 


The Southern Oregon Chapter/NRHS 
c/o Jerry Hellinga 

P. O. Box 622 

Medford, OR 97501 


Remember, all donations to the project 
are tax deductible under IRS 501 (c)(3). 
Each of us can show our support and 
help bring this special train back to Butte 
Falls. 


LOGGING DOF OSEGUS 


by Shawna Wright, 11 years old 


European Colonists came to North America in the 1600’s and 
started what is now known as logging. Within a few decades, 
people started building sawmills. Sawmills were used to make 
lumber, The lumber was used for making houses, furniture, 
ship, barrels, bridges, wagons, and other things. 


It took the loggers 200 years for them to bring the logging from 
Eastern United States to the Western United States. 


Indians started burning the forest before logging ever began. 
The Indians burned the land for clearing areas, so they could 
put their homes on the land. They also cleared the land so they 
could farm on it. 


Indians felled the trees by cutting a hole in the tnink of the tree. 
They did this by using stone hatchets and sharpened shells. 
Then they built a fire in the hole. 


In 1811 men from the he Pacific Fir Company were the first 
loggers to come to Oregon. They began logging because they 
didn't get rich from mining. 

They first started logging on the West Coast of Oregon. They 
used sledge hammers, wedges, lots of hand saws, double-edged 
axes, and plumb-bobs for seeing what way the tree leans. 


They scaffolded up the tree to where the tree began to get 
smaller. Then the chopper would make an under cut on the side 
of the tree that was leaning. Then another cutter would put a 
wedge on the opposite side of the tree, so the tree wouldn’t 
pinch back on the saw. It took timbermen up to a week to fall 
one tree. 


When the tree was on the ground, they bucked the tree into logs. 
Then peelers pried off the bark. Then oxen skidded the logs to 


the skid roads. From the skid road, the oxen would pull the 
logs to the rivers. The logs stayed in the rivers until the fall 
rain would come. Then they broke the dam. The logs would 
rush downstream to the mill where they were stopped. Mill 
workers took the logs from the rivers and processed them. 
They were then shipped to San Francisco and sold for up to 
$75 per thousand board feet. 


In 1811 the steam donkey was invented. It was used to yard 
the logs to the landing. This made logging much faster. 


An early sawmill in Oregon was at the Big Butte Creek and it 
was build by Big Bend Milling Company in 1904. The Butte 
Falls Lumber Company was built in 1906 and was to cut pine. 
The mill ran and produced lumber until it closed in 1917. 


In 1910 a railroad was made from Medford to Butte Falls. The 
train was used to haul logs from the Butte Falls Mill to other 
places. They used a frame boom to load logs onto flat cars of 
the train. The loader was called the McGiffert Jammer. It 
straddled the track allowing the empty carts to rol! underneath 
the jammer so it could load logs onto an empty cart. 


The train would run through the Butte Falls area through the 
Rogue River Valley to the Medford sawmills in 1927. 


Log trucks became common with Medco around 1940. Log 
trucks gradually replaced the railroad in logging. The last 
train load of logs was shipped from the Butte Falls area by 
locomotive train in 1962. It was sent to the Medford 
Corporation in Medford. 
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Naking Garden History) in the are ons Garden 


In one lovely plot children and plants 
gather and grow together. If you 
haven’t had a chance to visit the 


The garden is a true blessing and a 


@ 


Children’s Garden at the Bill 
Edmondson Museum, the sunflowers 
are awaiting your arrival. The children 
of the community, with the help of 
Gloria Karches, have been maintaining 
the garden at the museum for the last 
two years. 


The weather got the garden off to a 
slow start. but things are picking up 
speed as the bright sunny days and 
ample water make up for those slow-to- 
arrive carly days of summer. 


labor of love. Anytime is the right time 
to stop by and visit. The museum is 
open on Fridays from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m., 
Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
and Sundays from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 
p.m. 

- -- BBHS Board & Staff 


Chanks Gloria 
For her work in The Children’s 
Garden, Gloria was awarded a 
plaque of appreciation from the 
historical society. 


CE: will find as you look back 


upon your life that the moments 
when you have really lived are the 
moments when you have done 


things in the spirit of love. 
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